Good afternoon and thank you; members of the Judiciary Committee, for this audience. My
name is Daniel Malo, and on behalf of myself and the global anti-prohibltionist community,

| would like to extend my SUPPORT to the following bills:

S.B. No. 952, AAC THE SALE OR POSSESSION OF DRUGS NEAR SCHOOLS
S.B. No. 953, AAC NONVIOLENT DRUG POSSESSION OFFENSES.
S.B. No. 1014, AAC THE PENALTY FOR CERTAIN NONVIOLENT DRUG OFFENSES.
S.B. No. 1015, AAC THE PALLIATIVE USE OF MARIJUANA.
H.B. No. 6566, AAC THE COMPASSIONATE USE OF MARIJUANA.

There has long been a concerted effort to undermine and prevent the use of the cannabis plant,
recreationally, medically, and industrially. Criminalized for Just a fractlon of human history, the
plant has proved itseif versatile and valuable to our species for a host of reasons. Greed and the
self interest of companies threatened by the potential of cannabis keep it illegal.

Recreationally, cannabis is SAFE and not the “gateway drug” it is purported to be by its opponents.
Medically, cannabls treats dozens of conditions; more recently, the plant is mentloned as a having

potential benefit to cancer patients, not only for treatment, but as an avenue of research ln looking
for a cure. Industrially, cannabis is an economic miracle, but that is not the subject of these billls.

Sadly, its industrial capabllity is the reason cannabis is criminalized. The only dangerous part of the
plant Is Its criminality. Any other arguments (Inciuding moral), are “Reefer Madness.” Legalized for
all and regulated, you would see savings on all aspects of the justice system, and an emerging
revenue source. Yet, for the protection of a few industries, federal and state governments,
knowlingly or not, would rather:

Incarcerate at taxpayer expense - Deprive all people of a medicine
Ignore the opportunity of industrialized cannabis (JOBS!)

Cannabls use should not be criminalized!

| would ask that the committee NOT SUPPORT:

S.B. No. 1098, AAR THE SALE AND POSSESSION OF SYNTHETIC MARIJUANA AND SALVIA.

While the extracts are unregulated and readily available, the saivia PLANT is safe when used
appropriately and that use should be protected. Its legality is called into questlon because the
extracts have been used by some as an alternative to cannabis—the marketers of these extracts
would tell you such. The human body has evolved alongside saivia, and we have receptors for the
chemical. Lab made extracts are not natural, and don't have the guarantee of accepted intake.

This is not the first time that users have shifted to a dangerous, but legal, substance because of a
criminalized, safe alternative. The crack and methamphetamine came into exlstence under similar
means—a sad, unintended side effect of prohibition. To get to the root of this issue, legislators
should sponsor cannabis bills to make avallable the safe alternative, rather than contlnue with
falled pollcy and their failing mandates. Please move beyond an outmoded stigma.

Thank you, and sincerely, Daniel Malo
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